Land Mobility Service Policy Support For Land Mobility

As we await the formation of a new Government, we would be amiss not to acknowledge the efforts made by the last administration for land mobility. 

Land mobility, support for young farmers, and income security for older land owners all received positive focus from policymakers in the last government.

Some of the positive legacies include:

  The agri-taxation review, which led to a range of positive tax initiatives. The enhanced tax relief and improved flexibility for leasing has lead to a significant increase in long-term leasing. Landowners can earn up to €40,000 per annum income tax free. Long-term arrangements lead to better land use and improved returns for both the landowner and farmer.

  Young farmer supports, including:

100% stock relief

Young farmer basic payment top up worth up to €3,000 annually

60% TAMS grants

Support for young farmers is vital if we are to deliver on the potential for Food Harvest 2020. The involvement of a young trained farmer in a farm business has been shown to deliver greater levels of performance and efficiency.

  The Farm Partnership Register. This has facilitated a mechanism whereby farm partnerships can be properly recognised and the participants not discriminated against under EU schemes. A share-farming register is to follow.

Delivery
Unfortunately, delivery and the removal of unnecessary obstacles has often frustrated the good intentions of policymakers. The delay with EU payments and the slow processing of TAMS is not acceptable. 

Those farmers and landowners entering progressive new arrangements and young farmers developing their farm business are those most exposed to cashflow risks. 

These groupings should be the focus of positive support from payment and other support agencies. While not intended, what has often happened is that this group is treated with scepticism – “why change?” – or left to be the last files for payment processing. 

In order to encourage farm development and better land use models, delivery needs to match the intended policy.

(Source – Irish Farmers Journal – 03/03/2016)

